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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-49. (Canceled) 

50. (New) A method for screening a telephony call made by a calling party to a called 
party, the method comprising: 

receiving, over a telephone network, a telephony call from the calling party at a 
messaging service platform; 

receiving an audio message generated by the calling party as a first stream of audio data; 

establishing a connection with an online audio server; 

sending the first stream of audio data to the online audio server over the established 
connection; 

leveraging an internal resource identifier to enable identification of the first stream of 
audio at the online audio server; 

relating the internal resource identifier to an external resource identifier; 

sending the external resource identifier to a client system; 

enabling the client system to establish a connection with the online audio server; 

receiving an indication of the external resource identifier from the client; 

using the received indication of the external resource identifier and its relationship to the 
internal resource identifier to enable identification of the first stream of audio data; and 

sending the first stream of audio data to the client system over the connection established 
between the client system and the online audio server. 



Applicant : Bradford Lawrence Spencer, and David 
Webster Trueman 
Serial No. : 10/674,821 
Filed : October 1 , 2003 
Page : 4 of 13 



Attorney's Docket No.: 06975-429001 / AF 013 - Call 

Screening for Internet Cal 



5 1 . (New) The method of claim 50, wherein sending the first stream of audio data to 
the client system occurs before receipt of the complete audio message at the messaging service 
platform. 

52. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein sending the first stream of audio data to 
the client system occurs before the call originated by the calling party terminates. 

53. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein at least one of the internal resource 
identifier and the external resource identifier is a universal resource locator. 

54. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein the external resource identifier is a 
universal resource locator and enabling the client to establish a connection with the online audio 
server comprises enabling the client to establish a connection with the online audio server by 
using the universal resource locator. 

55. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein relating the internal resource identifier to 
the external resource identifier comprises relating the internal resource identifier to the external 
resource identifier at the online audio server. 

56. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein relating the internal resource identifier to 
the external resource identifier comprises relating the internal resource identifier to the external 
resource identifier at an interactive voice response system from which audio data is sent. 

57. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein relating the internal resource identifier to 
the external resource identifier comprises relating the resource identifiers in accordance with a 
relationship defined by an interactive voice response system. 
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58. (New) The method of claim 50, further comprising copying the first stream of 
audio data substantially simultaneously to the receiving of the audio message to generate a 
second stream of audio data. 

59. (New) The method of claim 58, further comprising storing the second stream of 
audio data in a message store substantially simultaneously to the receiving of the audio message. 

60. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein receiving an audio message from the 
calling party comprises recording the audio message at an interactive voice response system that 
receives the call. 

6 1 . (New) The method of claim 60, further comprising generating an internal resource 
identifier and an external resource identifier at an interactive voice response system that receives 
the call. 

62. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein the internal and external resource 
identifiers are generated in response to receipt of the call. 

63. (New) The method of claim 50, wherein establishing a connection with an online 
audio server comprises: 

sending the internal resource identifier from the interactive voice response system to a 
media gateway; and 

using the internal resource identifier to establish a connection between the media gateway 
and the online audio server. 

64. (New) The method of claim 63, wherein sending the first stream of audio data 
comprises: 
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sending the first stream of audio data from the interactive voice response system to the 
media gateway; and 

sending the first stream of audio data from the media gateway to the online audio server 
over the connection established between the media gateway and the online audio server. 

65 . (New) The method of claim 64, further comprising copying, at the media 
gateway, the first stream of audio data substantially simultaneously to the receiving of the audio 
message to generate a second stream of audio data. 

66. (New) The method of claim 65, fiirther comprising the media gateway storing the 
second stream of audio data in a message store substantially simultaneously to the receiving of 
the audio message. 

67. (New) The method of claim 50 further comprising transcoding the audio data 
using an audio compression scheme prior to sending the first stream of transcoded audio data 
from the online audio server to the client system. 

68. (New) The method of claim 50, further comprising enabling the called party at the 
client system to react to a perceptible form of the first stream of audio data. 

69. (New) The method of claim 68, wherein enabling the called party to react 
includes enabling presentation of a visual call screening graphical user interface message 
commensurate with the sending of the first stream of audio data. 

70. (New) The method of claim 69 wherein the call screening message includes 
options that may be selected by the called party to react to the telephony call 
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71 . (New) The method of claim 70 wherein the options include sending an outbound 
audio message to be perceived by the calling party. 

72. (New) The method of claim 70 wherein the options include sending the call to a 
call destination. 

73. (New) The method of claim 72 wherein the call destination is a direct number of a 
phone of the called party. 

74. (New) The method of claim 72 wherein the call destination is a direct number that 
is not a direct number of a phone of the called party. 

75. (New) The method of claim 70 wherein enabling the called party to react to the 
call includes: 

determining the online status of an online identity associated with the called party; and 
sending the call screening message to the client system of the called party conditioned 

upon whether the called party is online approximately when the call is received at the messaging 

service platform. 

76. (New) The method of claim 70 wherein enabling the called party to react includes 
enabling removal of the call screening graphical representation message upon detection that the 
audio message recording is complete. 

77. (New) The method of claim 70 wherein enabling the called party to react includes 
enabling the options to be selected only while the audio message is being received by the 
messaging service platform. 
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78. (New) The method of claim 70 further comprising receiving an option selection 
from the client system of the called party. 

79. (New) The method of claim 78 further comprising handling the call in accordance 
with the received option selection. 

80. (New) The method of claim 79 wherein handling the telephony call includes 
sending an outbound audio message to be perceived by the calling party. 

8 1 . (New) The method of claim 79 wherein handling the telephony call includes 
sending the telephony call to a predetermined call destination. 

82. (New) A computer system for screening a telephony call made by a calling party 
to a called party, the computer system configured to: 

receive, over a telephone network, a telephony call from the calling party at a messaging 
service platform; 

receive an audio message generated by the calling party as a first stream of audio data; 
. establish a connection with an online audio server; 

send the first stream of audio data to the online audio server over the established 
connection; 

leverage an internal resource identifier to enable identification of the first stream of audio 
at the online audio server; 

relate the internal resource identifier to an external resource identifier; 
send the external resource identifier to a client system; 

enable the client system to establish a connection with the online audio server; 
receive an indication of the external resource identifier from the client; 
use the received indication of the external resource identifier and its relationship to the 
internal resource identifier to enable identification of the first stream of audio data; and 
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send the first stream of audio data to the client system over the connection established 
between the client system and the online audio server. 

83. (New) An apparatus for screening a telephony call made by a calling party to a 
called party, the apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving, over a telephone network, a telephony call from the calling party at 
a messaging service platform; 

means for receiving an audio message generated by the calling party as a first stream of 
audio data; 

means for establishing a connection with an online audio server; 

means for sending the first stream of audio data to the online audio server over the 
established connection; 

means for leveraging an internal resource identifier to enable identification of the first 
stream of audio at the online audio server; 

means for relating the internal resource identifier to an external resource identifier; 

means for sending the external resource identifier to a client system; 

means for enabling the client system to establish a connection with the online audio 

server; 

means for receiving an indication of the external resource identifier from the client; 

means for using the received indication of the external resource identifier and its 
relationship to the internal resource identifier to enable identification of the first stream of audio 
data; and 

means for sending the first stream of audio data to the client system over the connection 
established between the client system and the online audio server. 

84. (New) A method for screening a telephony call made by a calling party to a called 
party, the method comprising: 
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receiving, from a messaging service platform, an external resource identifier generated in 
response to receipt of a call at the messaging service platform; 

establishing a connection with an online audio server; 

communicating the external resource identifier to the online audio server; 

receiving a first stream of audio data over the established online audio server connection 
in response to communication of the external resource identifier; 

enabling perception of an audio message generated by the calling party by converting the 
first stream of audio data into audio, 

wherein the called party is made able to begin to perceive the audio message while the 
audio message is being deposited as a voicemail at the messaging service platform. 

85. (New) The method of claim 84, wherein the called party is made able to begin to 
perceive the audio message before the deposit of the voicemail at the messaging service platform 
is completed. 

86. (New) The method of claim 84, wherein the called party is made able to begin to 
perceive the audio message before the call originated by the calling party terminates. 

87. (New) The method of claim 84, wherein the external resource identifier is a 
universal resource locator. 

88. (New) The method of claim 84, further comprising enabling the called party to 
react to a perceptible form of the first stream of audio data. 

89. (New) The method of claim 88, wherein enabling the called party to react 
includes enabling presentation of a visual call screening graphical user interface message 
commensurate with the sending of the first stream of audio data. 
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90. (New) The method of claim 89 wherein the call screening message includes 
options that may be selected by the called party to react to the telephony call. 

91 . (New) The method of claim 90 wherein the options include sending an outbound 
audio message to be perceived by the calling party. 

92. (New) The method of claim 90 wherein the options include sending the call to a 
call destination. 

93. (New) The method of claim 92 wherein the call destination is a direct number of a 
phone of the called party. 

94. (New) The method of claim 92 wherein the call destination is a direct number that 
is not a direct number of a phone of the called party. 

95. (New) The method of claim 90 wherein enabling the called party to react to the 
call includes enabling the options to be selected only while the audio message is being received 
at the messaging service platform. 

96. (New) The method of claim 90 wherein enabling the called party to react to the 
call includes sending an option selection to the messaging service platform. 

97. (New) The method of claim 89 wherein enabling the called party to react to the 
call includes enabling removal of a display corresponding to the call screening message when the 
audio message completes. 

98. (New) A computer system for screening a telephony call made by a calling party 
to a called party, the computer system configured to: 
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receive, from a messaging service platform, an external resource identifier generated in 
response to receipt of a call at the messaging service platform; 

establish a connection with an online audio server; 

communicate the external resource identifier to the online audio server; 

receive a first stream of audio data over the established online audio server connection in 
response to communication of the external resource identifier; 

enable perception of an audio message generated by the calling party by converting the 
first stream of audio data into audio, 

wherein the called party is made able to begin to perceive the audio message while the 
audio message is being deposited as a voicemail at the messaging service platform. 

99. (New) An apparatus for screening a telephony call made by a calling party to a called 
party, the apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving, from a messaging service platform, an external resource identifier 
generated in response to receipt of a call at the messaging service platform; 

means for establishing a connection with an online audio server; 

means for communicating the external resource identifier to the online audio server; 

means for receiving a first stream of audio data over the established online audio server 
connection in response to communication of the external resource identifier; 

means for enabling perception of an audio message generated by the calling party by 
converting the first stream of audio data into audio, 

wherein the called party is made able to begin to perceive the audio message while the 
audio message is being deposited as a voicemail at the messaging service platform. 



